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any other circumstances would prove the blackest
treachery! That is a question which one cannot
help asking one's self."

Marie Louise, who read the despatches, was much
disturbed by the state of affairs. She had an inter-
view with the First Secretary of the Austrian Embassy,
M. de Floret, who after Prince Schwarzenberg's de-
parture, was in charge of the Embassy. "I am
assured," she said to him, "that Austria means to
side against France.5'

M. de Floret seemed sincere when he besought the
young sovereign to cast out such fears from her mind.
44 But I hear it said every day," the Empress went on.
44 The Emperor is very uneasy about it, not merely
on my account, but also because of his friendship for
my father since he saw him at Dresden. Judge for
yourself how this condition of things distresses me.
I think that at Vienna my husband's real strength
is not understood. Soon his armies will be very
much larger even than they now are. I know this,
now that I see the lists. The French have never
shown such ardor. If my father should declare
war against France, the most terrible consequences
for himself and for Austria might follow. Write to
Vienna. My father will believe you more than he
will believe me,"

M. de Floret did his best to reassure the Empress.
He told her that the Emperor Francis's character and
his affections for a beloved daughter were a guaranty
for the future; that he had had enough of war, and